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Following on 
the heels of 
Water Conser-
vation Month 
throughout 
April is Drinking 
Water Week that 
takes place from 
May 5 - 11. 

Mayor Kathy 
Meehan will 
announce the 
week through 
a proclamation 

given at the 
April 23  City 
Council 
meeting. The 
proclamation 
encourages all 
citizens and 
businesses 
to protect 
our water 
sources from 
pollution and 
practice water 
conservation.

It’s anticipated that at that 
meeting, the winning mid-
dle school student, Milena 
Chambers from DeLaura, will 
attend to receive recogni-
tion and rewards for her 
winning Drop Savers Poster 
Contest entry.

The poster has been sub-
mitted to the Florida Section 
of the American Water Works 
Association for state-wide 
judging. 

Drop Savers Poster Contest Winner Announced

ECO Awards Celebrate Innovative Education

In recognition of their 
environmental stewardship 
efforts, seven schools, includ-
ing Longleaf Elementary, 
Ocean Breeze Elementary, Roy 
Allen Elementary, Surfside 
Elementary, University Park 
Elementary, West Melbourne 
School for Science and 
Melbourne High School have 
been recognized by the City 
of Melbourne’s Environmental 
Community Outreach Division 
as ECO Schools – an acronym 
for Environmental Care and 
Ownership. 

“We are proud to award 
these schools the ECO Schools 
designation,” said Melbourne 
Environmental Community 

Outreach Manager 
Jennifer Wilster. 
“They are doing 
some remarkable 
and innovative 
things to educate 
the students about 
the importance 
of protecting the 
environment.”

During the 
2018/2019 school 

year, these schools have 
been undertaking numerous 
steps to conserve and protect 
resources inside the school 
and on school grounds. These 
activities include strong water 
and energy conservation 
measures, active recycling 
programs and hands-on 
environmental stewardship 
activities with students. A few 
examples include:

 � All of the elementary 
schools have fourth-grade 
Indian River Lagoon field 
trips and studies, and all use 
recycled material for art, sci-
ence, math and technology 
projects.

 � Longleaf Elementary’s 
gifted student program has 
held a recycled fashion show, 
and the students made a 
club-house out of recycled 
boxes and other items.

 � Roy Allen Elementary has 
an all-organic garden, and its 
“Earth Kids” are researching 
native plants and trees.

 � Surfside Elementary stu-
dents do mangrove restora-
tion projects and each grade 
level maintains their own 
garden.

 � West Melbourne School 
for Science has posted “Save 
the Lagoon” signs all around 
the school. 

 � West Melbourne School 
for Science and University 
Park Elementary had “mission 
to Mars” type programs using 
recycled materials. 

 � Melbourne High School 
has an Indian River Lagoon 
Club that performs service 
projects and an Environmen-
tal Awareness Club that does 
beach cleanups and sea oat 
plantings.

Milena Chambers’ 
winning poster.

Surfside Fantastic Farm 4-H Club students and 
their teacher Erika Maier in front of one of the 
vegetable gardens at the school.



This year’s annual Trash Bash event will be held on 
Saturday, April 6. Trash Bash is the perfect outlet for civic 
and environmentally-minded kids and adults to clean up 
our City, enjoy time outdoors and earn volunteer hours. 

Supplies will be provided along with snacks and water. 
The event runs from 8 a.m. until about noon.

The Melbourne check-in locations that are available 
include:

 ■ Carver Park Community Center
 ■ Collins Aerospace on Hibiscus Boulevard
 ■ Joseph N. Davis Community Center
 ■ Lipscomb Street Community Center
 ■ Manatee Park (kayakers)
 ■ Palm Bay Magnet High School
 ■ Sherwood Pool
 ■ Southwest Park

To register, contact Michelle Smith at michelle.smith@
mlbfl.org or call 321-608-5080.

Trash Bash Set for April 6 — 
Volunteers Needed

The spring season brings 
in different rules for irriga-
tion and fertilizer use in 
Melbourne and throughout 
Brevard County.

With the start of Daylight 
Saving Time that began 
March 10, the lawn watering 
schedule changed. Irriga-
tion is limited to no more 
than two days per week on 
scheduled days. 

Residential irrigation, 

Spring Forward to New 
Irrigation and Fertilizer Rules

whether by well water or 
City supplied water, is al-
lowed on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays at addresses that 
end in an odd number or 
have no address and on 
Thursdays and Sundays at 
addresses that end in an 
even number. Nonresiden-
tial irrigation is allowed 
on Tuesday and Friday. 
Reclaimed water is exempt 
from these restrictions.

In addition, from June 
1 through September 30, 
fertilizing is banned in an 
effort to protect the Indian 
River Lagoon. The summer 
months are typically the 
wettest. By not fertilizing 
during this time frame, 
or not at all, some of the 
nutrient-laden runoff will be 
prevented from entering the 
stormwater system.

Melbourne’s 
Environmental 
Community 
Outreach 
(ECO) Division 
continues 
its ongoing 
commitment 
with Keep 
Brevard 
Beautiful 
(KBB). Most 
recently, they 
are playing an 
integral part in 

planning and hosting this year’s Secret Garden Tour on May 
18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The tour rotates from the north to 
the central and then back to the south areas of the county 
in a three-year cycle. This spring, it is the south area’s time to 
showcase some outstanding gardens. 

There are 11 gardens featured, located in Melbourne, West 
Melbourne, Indialantic, Melbourne Beach and Palm Bay.  The 
gardens all feature native plants. The FIT Botanical Garden is 
also included on the tour. 

A booklet, which also serves as a ticket for the tour, is 
available for $10 and allows admission to all 11 gardens. 
Checks should be made payable to KBB.

To purchase a booklet, please contact Jennifer Wilster or 

Michelle Smith from the ECO Division at 321-608-5080 or 
send an e-mail to jennifer.wilster@mlbfl.org. The booklets 
will also be available in early April for sale at various stores 
and other locations, including:

 � City of Melbourne Public Works & Utilities Administration 
office, 2885 Harper Road

 � City of Satellite Beach Community Development, 565 
Cassia Boulevard

 � Maple Street Natives, 7619 Henry Street, West Melbourne
 � Meehans’, 900 E. New Haven Avenue, Melbourne
 � Sun Harbor Nursery, 920 E. Eau Gallie Boulevard, Indian 

Harbour Beach
 � Wichmann Farms, 930 S. John Rodes Boulevard, 

Melbourne
Other locations in the county where they will be available 

are the Ace Hardware 
stores in Cocoa Beach 
and Merritt Island; KBB 
office, 1620 Adamson 
Rd., Cocoa; Rockledge 
Gardens, 2153 US 1; 
Titusville Chamber of 
Commerce, 2000 S. 
Washington Ave.; and 
Growing Crazy, 1510 Old 
Dixie Hwy., Titusville.

A pathway in one of the featured gardens 
located in Indialantic.

South Area Secret Garden Tour Scheduled for Saturday, May 18

A featured garden in West 
Melbourne.


